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Types of Financial Aid 
O There are two types of financial aid: gift aid and 

self-help aid 
 

O Gift aid includes grants and scholarships – gifts of 
money to pay for college that don’t have to be 
repaid 

O   

O Self-help aid includes employment and student 
loans that you will need to repay  
 

O Financial Aid is based on demonstrated need and 
is designed to help students who cannot afford the 
cost of attending college  
 

O Scholarships based on merit should be seen as a 
reward for grades, special talents, creativity, 
leadership, or other criteria used to select 
recipients  
 
 



Where can I find Information  

about financial aid? 

O District Financial Aid Website- 
O www.pcsb.org (Under Departments go to 

Financial Aid) 
O Monthly Opportunities 

oBright Futures information 
oPinellas Education Foundation 
oFinancial Aid Seminars 
oFinancial Aid Acronyms 
oTalented 20 

 

 

http://www.pcsb.org/


Where is the Financial Aid 

page on the School Website? 

https://www.pcsb.org/


Where is the Financial Aid 

page on the School Website? 



Where is the Financial Aid 

page on the School Website? 





 
Where can I find Information  

about financial aid? 
OPinellas Education Foundation 
Website 

www.pinellaseducation.org   
o PEF Online Scholarship Catalog 

(application opened from August 15th 
2013  through January 13th 2014 at 
5pm for current seniors) 

o Take Stock In Children Scholarship 
(formerly Doorways) 

http://www.pinellaseducation.org/


Where can I find Information  

about financial aid? 
O Postsecondary financial aid 

advisor/Postsecondary Websites 
O Internet 

 Brokescholar.com 
 FASTWEB.com 
 mycollegedollars.com 
 Free-4u.com 
 Scholarships.com 
 Scholarshipexperts.com 
 



Programs that Students Apply for 

through the Initial Student 

Florida Aid Application 
O Florida Bright Futures- By high school 

graduation date 

O Jose’ Marti’ Scholarship Challenge Grant 
Fund- April 1 

O Rosewood Family Scholarship Program- 
April 1 

O Scholarships for Children & Spouses of 
Deceased or Disabled Veterans- April 1 



Other State Grants  

& Scholarships 
O Your institution will determine your eligibility 

for other state grants and scholarships 
administered by the state of Florida  
 

O Florida Student Assistance Grant 

O Florida Resident Access Grant 

O Access to Better Learning and Education 
Grant 

O Florida Work Experience Program 

O Mary McLeod Bethune Scholarship 
 
 

 

For more details about these state programs, 
please visit: 

www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/home
/ProgramsOffered.htm 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/home/ProgramsOffered.htm
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/home/ProgramsOffered.htm






 



 



Florida Bright Futures 

Program 

Awarded to every student 
in the state of Florida who 

meets the eligibility 
requirements 



General Requirements 
1. Be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible 

non-citizen, as determined by the student's 
postsecondary institution.  

2. Complete the community service requirement. 
3. Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its 

equivalent.  
4. Be accepted by and enroll in an eligible Florida 

public or independent postsecondary education 
institution 

5. Not have been found guilty of a felony charge. 
6. Be enrolled for at least 6 semester credit hours (or 

the equivalent in quarter or clock hours).  
7. Student initiates authorization process after 

December 1st of the senior year at 
www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org  
 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1003/SEC43.HTM
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/gedpac.htm
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/gedpac.htm
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


Florida Academic Scholars Award 
O GPA 

O 3.5 weighted GPA in required college preparatory credits 
(not rounded) 

O Test Scores- (Class of 2014) writing score not included  
O SAT(Reasoning Test) -1290 
O ACT- 29 
O *Scores must be achieved by June 30th of graduating year 

O Required Credits 
O 4 English (3 with substantial writing) 
O 4 Math (Algebra I and/or above) 
O 3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab) 
O 3 Social Sciences 
O 2 Foreign Language (Sequential in the same language) 

Community Service requirement 
 100 hours 

 



Florida Medallion Scholars 

Award O GPA 
O 3.0 weighted GPA in required college preparatory credits 

(not rounded) 

O Test Scores- (Class of 2014) writing score not included  

O SAT (Reasoning Test) - 1170 
O ACT- 26 
O *Scores must be achieved by June 30th of graduating year 

O Required Credits 
O 4 English (3 with substantial writing) 
O 4 Math (Algebra I and/or above) 
O 3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab) 
O 3 Social Sciences 
O 2 Foreign Language (Sequential in the same language) 

Community Service requirement 
 75 hours 

 



Florida Gold Seal Vocational 

Scholars Award 
O GPA 

O 3.0 weighted GPA in the core credits required for graduation (not 
rounded) 

O 3.5 un-weighted GPA in 3 vocational credits in one vocational program 
(not rounded) 

O Test Scores-writing score for SAT or ACT not included for FBF test 
requirement 
O PERT -104 Reading, 99 Writing, 113  Math 
O SAT (Reasoning Test)-440 Critical Reading, 440 Math 
 ACT-17 English, 18 Reading, 19 Math- 
 *Scores must be achieved by June 30th of graduating year 

O Required Credits 
O 4 English (3 with substantial writing) 
O 4 Math (including Algebra I) 
O 3 Natural Science (2 with substantial lab) 
O 3 Social Sciences (US. Government, World History, US History and 

Economics 
O 1 Fine or identified Practical Art  OR .5 credit of each 
O HOPE (combination of PE and Health) 
Community Service requirement 
 30 hours 
 

 
 



How To Find Out Your 

Award Level Status 

O High school guidance counselors 
have evaluations for all twelfth 
grade public school students to 
give to students to review 

O All students can check their 
evaluation on Florida Virtual 
Campus (www.flvc.org) 

 

 

 

http://www.flvc.org/


 





What is the FAFSA?  

O FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID 

O Largest source of student aid; distributed and 
processed by the U.S. Department of Education 

O Must be completed annually for federal student 
aid 
 

O Available electronically or in paper format 
 

O Available on or after January 1st of each year 
 

O First step in the financial aid process 



www.FAFSA.gov 
 

 

FREE!  



Before Beginning the FAFSA 
O Check ALL application deadlines 

O School and state deadlines* may differ from 
federal guidelines 

O Confirm your dependency status* 

O Search for school codes* 
 

O Determine how you will submit the FAFSA 

O Electronically (up to 14 days FASTER!) 

O Electronic signature and submission requires a PIN. 
Establish a PIN before at www.pin.ed.gov or during 
the application process 

O Manually  

O Sign and mail the application to the address  
      provided 

*Can be done online at www.fafsa.gov  

http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Gather important info: 
O Social Security Number 

O Driver’s License Number (if any)  

O 2013 W-2 Forms and other records of money earned 

O Student: 2013 Federal Income Tax Return  

O Parent:  2013 Federal Income Tax Return (if you are a 
dependent student) 

O 2013 untaxed income records 

O Current bank statements 

O Your current business and investment mortgage 
information, business and farm records, stock, bond and 
other investment records  

O Alien registration or permanent resident card (if you are 
not a U.S. citizen) 



Complete the FAFSA - 

Electronically 

O Go to www.fafsa.gov and click on “Start A New 
FAFSA” 

 

O IRS Data Retrieval Tool is available 

O US Department of Education HIGHLY 
recommends using this tool 

 

O Sign and submit the electronic FAFSA with your 
PIN 
 

http://www.fafsa.gov/


Your Student Aid Report (SAR) 

O Received via E-mail three to five days 
after your FAFSA has been processed, 
if you provided an E-mail address 
when you applied  

O Received by mail seven to ten days 
after your FAFSA has been processed, 
if you did not provide an E-mail 
address when you applied  

 

 

 

 

 



Your Student Aid Report (SAR) 

O Contains your official Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC) 

O The U.S. Department of Education calculates 
your EFC, and sends it to the postsecondary 
institutions listed on your FAFSA 

 

O The postsecondary institution will determine 
how much financial aid you are eligible to 
receive from the following formula: 

 

Cost of Attendance (COA) 

- Expected Family Contribution (EFC) 

= Financial Need 
 

 

 

 

 



SPC FAFSA NIGHTS 

O Free help with completing the FAFSA 

O 6:30-8:30pm 

O 2014 Dates and Locations 

O February 11- Dunedin High School  

O February 18- Northeast High School 

O February 24- St. Pete Collegiate High School 

O Additional information and flyers for these 
events will be forthcoming 


