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“Pinellas County Schools is 
an equal opportunity 

employer.” 
 

School’s Mission 
 

The Mission of Mt. Vernon 
Elementary is to promote 

highest student achievement 
through mutual respect, 

responsibility and 
partnerships within a safe 
learning environment in 

order to enable students to 
achieve their goals and 

become responsible, 
productive citizens. 

 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
This first month and a half of school has gone by very quickly!  
Students have been busy with testing; FAIR, Running Records, 
FLKRS, and 3rd Grade Portfolio; but have settled into their classrooms.  
 
Our new traffic patterns around the school have improved the 
conditions at the car circle.   I would like to remind parents picking up 
at the car circle to remain in your car and pull up to the designated 
number sign.  Your child will be called and directed to your car.  
PLEASE do not drop your child off in the car circle in the morning 
after it is closed.  There is no one on duty at that time.  If your child is 
late, you need to bring them to the front of the school and come in 
through the office. 
 
Students arriving at school late continues to be a problem.  Classes 
begin at 8:35.  Please be sure your child arrives at school in time to be 
in class by 8:35.  Each time a child arrives late, it is an interruption in 
the classroom for the other students in class.  Breakfast begins at 8:10 
each morning.   
 
As always, thank you for your help in keeping our students and campus 
safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Peggy Pearson 
Principal 

 
BoxTops 

 
Student Council is continuing their contest through October 15th to see 
which class brings in the most Box Tops.  The class that brings in the 
most will receive a treat for the entire class.  Student Council will be 
collecting Box Tops all school year. 
 

Business Partners 
 
The following businesses have been very generous in supporting our 
school.   We ask that you please support these business partners. 

 
  

Blackhawk 
Cartek Import Service, Inc. 

McDonalds – Tyrone 
Raymond James 

Sunrise Bowl 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember to 
read daily! 
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Dates to Remember 
 

Friday, October 10 
PTA Bar-B-Que 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

 
October 15 

Student Council 
Box Tops Contest Ends 

 
Thursday, October 23 
Individual Picture Day 

 
Wednesday, October 29 
Report Cards Go Home 

 
Thursday, November 6 

Vision/Hearing Screening 
Grades K, 1 and 3 

 
Wednesday, November 19 
Great American Teach In 

 
Thursday, November 20 

Picture Retakes 
 

November 24 – 28 
Thanksgiving Holidays 

Schools Closed 
 
 

PTA Family Bar-B-Que 
 
PTA has planned a Bar-B-
Que on Friday, October 10th.  
Don’t wait to get your tickets.  
There are only 200 available.  
The cost is $2.00 per person. 
 
If you haven’t joined PTA 
yet, they would love to have 
you as a member.  
Membership is $6.00 per 
person. 
 

Picture Day 
 
All students will have their 
picture taken on Thursday, 
October 23rd.  More 
information will be going 
home soon.  Picture packages 
must be paid for at the time 
the picture is taken. 

 
 

Vision/Hearing Screening 
 
Students in kindergarten, first 
and third grades will have 
their vision and hearing 
screened.  If your child wears 
glasses, please be sure they 
have them that day. 
 
If you feel your child may 
have a vision or hearing 
problem and is in a grade that 
is not being screened, you 
may write a note to the 
principal and request that 
your child be screened. 
 
Great American Teach In 

 
The Great American Teach In 
is scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 19th.  Speakers 
from many different 
backgrounds will be talking 
to various classes.  If you 
would like to participate by 
sharing information on your 
job, a hobby or trip, or read a 
book to one or more classes, 
please call Mrs. Adams, our 
volunteer coordinator at 893-
1815. 
 

What is Common Core? 
 
These internationally bench-
marked standards define what 
students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade should 
know in English language 
arts and mathematics. The 
standards include changes, or 
"shifts," in how teachers 
teach to help children 
succeed in the areas that 
matter most. 
 
The Common Core 
Standards:  
* Provide clear, consistent 

and evidence-based 
expectations of what students 
need to learn. 
* Prepare all students, no 
matter where they live, for 
success in college and in the 
workforce.  
* Ensure that students are 
receiving a high-quality 
education that is consistent 
from school to school and 
state to state. 
 
Florida Department of 
Education Overview 
Adoption of the Common 
Core State Standards 
 
The Common Core State 
Standards have been 
developed and voluntarily 
adopted by 45 states, 
including the District of 
Columbia, four territories and 
the Department of Defense. 
The Florida State Board of 
Education adopted the 
Common Core in July of 
2010. Our shared goal is to 
ensure Florida's students are 
well-prepared to compete for 
jobs and college admissions 
in today's global marketplace.  
 
The Common Core State 
Standards were developed 
with tremendous input from 
educators across the country. 
The standards focus on 
critical thinking and analysis 
rather than rote memorization 
and teaching to the test. 
 
Relevance to Students 
 
By providing concrete 
examples and expectations 
for student achievement, 
students gain a deeper 
understanding of the most 
important concepts they need 
to be successful in life. Just 
as crucial, the standards 
empower teachers and 
provide flexibility to develop 



more creative content in their 
classroom at the local level. 
 
Common Core State 
Standards will allow us to 

innovate alongside every 
other state choosing to adopt 
the standards. This will give 
state leaders a much more 
accurate measure of how 

students learn relative to their 
national and international 
peers. 

 


