
 

 

                  
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
                 
               

Home of the Bobcats May 2020

Principal’s Message
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Brooker Creek News

5/22 5th grade Drive-Thru 
Clap Out @ BCE 

5/25 Happy Memorial Day! 

5/28 BCE Teacher and Staff 
parade 

5/29 Last Day of School 

6/8 Virtual Summer Bridge 
Begins 

7/4 Happy Independence 
Day 

7/16 Virtual Summer Bridge 
Ends 

8/11 Meet the Teacher 
2020-2021 

8/12 First Day of School 

Hello Bobcat Families, 

       It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year is just a few weeks away. I am con-
fident that this is a year that none of us will ever forget. I must thank each BCE family for all 
the support you have shown our school during this time. It has been a challenge on many 
fronts for us as a school and you at home but together we have made it work. I have never 
been so proud to be Bobcat! I have also never looked forward to seeing you and your chil-
dren like I do right now. Because we all miss our Bobcats so dearly, we are going to be 
having another parade to close out the year. Our teachers and staff will come together to 
repeat our parade route on Thursday, May 28th. We will be leaving our campus at 6:30. We 
are sad that we can’t make it to everyone’s house, but we encourage you to go to the park-
ing lot of East Lake Middle or High and let us wave to you from the road. We are looking 
forward to seeing everyone again before we officially end the school year. 

       Information will be coming soon about our Summer Bridge program. In order to keep 
our community safe during these uncertain times, the district has opted to continue with 
Summer Bridge on the digital platform. The program will still run Monday through Thursday 
with a thematic approach integrating Math, Reading and Writing. I will be sharing more in-
formation about registering for Summer Bridge soon.  

       Next week, we will be joining the national Look for the Good Week. Our community 
has loved this work for the past few years and we believe participating in this program will 
give us all a boost. Please take a minute to register your family so that our BCE spirit can 
be shown. We will also be encouraging everyone to post to our Virtual Gratitude Wall each 
day. The information for the week is on our website and will be posted each day on our 
school Facebook page. Join us as we look for the good that is surrounding us. 

       It is an honor to serve this community. You inspire each of us at school to keep going 
because with you supporting us, how could we ever fail. Have a wonderful summer. I look 
forward to seeing you again, in person, soon! 

Jenn Mekler, Principal

Spring time is usually filled with different awards programs for our students. While the 
awards have been earned, many of the students listed below didn’t have a proper 
celebration within our community. Please join us in honoring their hard work!


PRIDE Award


Lillian Sequeira-Math

Andrew Browne-Science


Rayed Rias -Writing

Kamryn Padinske-Social Studies

Carwise Award


Shaylee Sponsel

Sydney Wright


Maria Edmonds Award


Anthony Chavez

Juliana Briceno

Thomas Carter
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Well, Bobcat families, I truly cannot believe I am writing our final newsletter piece 
for the 2019/2020 school year. This certainly is not the way I ever pictured sending off our 
students. The last day of school is always a bittersweet day as I realize I won’t see many of 
our students for a couple of months, yet we celebrate the break and excitement that is sum-
mer. This year, I haven’t seen our students since March 13th. Knowing that our staff won’t get 
to wave our students into summer on the last day of school breaks my heart; however, I am 
thankful in knowing we are doing everything we can in keeping our students, families, and 
staff as safe as possible.   

I want to thank each of you for the AMAZING job you have done transitioning to 
digital learning. Because of your involvement and support of education, you have worked in 
partnering with your child’s teacher to continue your student’s academic growth. I know this 
has not been an easy task – for any of us – but you have taken this challenge on and en-
couraged your student(s) and us each step of the way. So, THANK YOU from the bottom of 
my heart.  

I would like to encourage you to continue the growth and learning continuum in 
your home this summer. With having such great processes in place through our digital learn-
ing, I believe your student(s) are already ahead of the game and will have great success in 
continuing to grow their knowledge throughout summer break. Here are some tips to contin-
ue academics in your home this summer:  

• Read daily (together or independently): 20 minutes for primary; at least 30 minutes for 
intermediate 

• Bake/Cook together – talk about math through measuring ingredients and talk about 
the science through ingredients mixing and what happens when heated/chilled, etc.  

• Take nature walks and identify plant and bug life  
◦ Create bug bingo, insect bingo, plant bingo, etc.  
• Have your students create math problems for you to solve.  
• Sight word hopscotch (for the younger kiddos)  
• Shaving cream spelling (put shaving cream in a pan or on a table and write words 

with your finger)  
• Tell a story a day by drawing pictures with labels or writing a few paragraphs  
• Go on a word hunt.  
• Have your student(s) write the grocery list for the week.  
• Create a board game together.  
• Have your student make up a story to tell.  
• Tell your student(s) a story and have them re-tell it to you.  
• Create a memory game to play together or a match game with words or math prob-

lems.  
• Play math games using addition, subtraction, or multiplication using a deck of cards.  

As I am sure you know, there are endless ideas to work fun into learning with your 
student(s) over the summer. I want your student(s) to continue their learning, and I also want 
you to enjoy each other’s company. Remember to get outside and play. Have conversations 
with each other every day. Make a to-do summer list to work through together. Learn through 
play and play with learning. Take time to rest, relax, refresh, and rejuvenate yourselves…
come the fall, we will be ready to kick it in high gear and do what we do best…educate your 
Bobcats! I wish you a happy, safe, and restful summer. I miss you all and look forward to be-
ing back with you…soon.   

Happy Summer and Proud to Be a Bobcat,  

Abby Cannata, Asst. Principal  

Brooker Creek News

Mrs. Cannata’s Corner



 

                                  

 
Newsletters 

We send home important 
information in your monthly 
newsletters. Please keep an 

eye out for them.

A Message from Mrs. Prillhart
Brooker Creek News

Dear Bobcat families,  

I have been thinking of you every day and hoping you are all healthy and well. I have missed 
seeing our students, staff and families at the end of this school year on campus. I would like 
to take this opportunity to wish all our 5th graders the very best as you begin a new chapter of 
your lives in middle school next year. I hope everyone has a wonderful, safe, and fun sum-
mer. I look forward to seeing all our returning Bobcats this August! Remember YOU MATTER 
and always LOOK FOR THE GOOD! Sincerely, Mrs. Prillhart (School Counselor)  

BCE’s May 2020 Classroom Character Kids  
3-year-old PreK student: Marcus De Leon.          Teachers: Ms. Taylor & Ms. Glezer  
Marcus always arrives to school, whether it be in person or online, with positive energy and a 
huge smile!  He is innately caring to his fellow classmates.  If he sees someone in distress, 
he will help them to his best ability.  Marcus always tries his hardest, even if it is a new and 
difficult task for him.  He is an active listener, retelling stories he hears in his own way.  He is 
a pleasure to have in class every day and is a good friend to all!  

4/5-year-old PreK student: Nicolas Ortiz               Teachers: Mrs. Erica & Mrs. Renee  
The first day that Nicolas walked through our classroom door, he was ready to learn and 
tackle PreK. He immediately made friends with his peers, is always ready to learn, and has 
worked hard on his academics. He is hardworking, persistent, responsible, and motivated. 
Always willing to share and take turns with a smile on his face, Nicolas is a kindhearted 
friend. We look forward to his sweet smile, contagious laugh, and big hugs daily. We are 
proud to call Nicolas our student and he will continue to shine his light in Kindergarten.  

4/5-year-old PreK student: Sofie Kapur                 Teacher:Ms. Keiderling & Mrs. Austin  
We chose Sofie for our Classroom Character Kid because she has shown outstanding char-
acter consistently throughout the year. She has been an exceptional student who does a 
great job following directions. Sofie is also a super friend! She has done an amazing job ex-
panding her friend groups this year and actively seeks out those friends who need help or 
extra attention. She is kind, patient, helpful and has the biggest heart!  

Kindergarten student: Adalynn Whitcher                Teacher: Ms. Toye  
Adalynn is the absolute definition of a model student. She is responsible, respectful, caring, 
hard-working, and is always ready to lend a hand to anyone in need. She does her job 100% 
of the time, often without even being asked. Adalynn demonstrates all the character traits we 
value at Brooker Creek, and I am so grateful to have her in my class this year.   

1st grade student: Hailey Rosen                             Teacher: Mrs. McSunas  
Hailey starts every day with a huge smile for me and the entire class.  Hailey has been an 
inspiration for all students and myself with her “CAN DO ATTITUDE”.  There is nothing she 
won’t try without a smile.   Hailey works hard on everything whether it is in the classroom or 
just playing at recess or P.E.  She has grown so much academically this short time I have 
been with her. Hailey is ready to lend a helping hand in the classroom, and a hug for anyone 
who needs it.    

2nd grade student: Eliana Boehm                         Teacher: Mrs. Lane  
Dependable, responsible, respectful, considerate, and conscientious are all words to de-
scribe Eliana Boehm. These words plus her positive attitude and perseverance each day 
make her a model student. She completes her work well and on time, routinely participates in 
class discussions, and is always willing to help a classmate. Eliana is in Brownies, runs on 
the BCE Track Team, plays soccer with the West Florida Flames, and is involved in the Chil-
dren’s Ministry at her church. Congratulations, Eliana!  
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3rd grade student: Mia Lipczynski                          Teacher: Mr. Rademacher  
Mia is a hard-working student who is always willing to lend a helping hand. She has a positive 
attitude and always does her best. Mia is involved in many school activities including Student 
Council and PMAC. She participates in spirit events and loves to show support for her BCE 
family. Mia definitely ROARs and represents ALL of the characteristics that a BCE Character 
Kid should have.  

3rd grade student: Kosta Melandinos               Teacher: Mrs. Read  
I selected Kosta Melandinos for the Classroom Character Kid Award for May because he ex-
hibits many great character traits. He has excellent attendance, he always completes his 
homework, and he eagerly participates in class.  He is helpful to his peers as well as his 
teacher.  He is kind, dependable, and reliable.  I think he is a real role model at Brooker Creek 
Elementary!  

East Lake Sunrise Rotary Club May Student of the Month  
5th grade student: Anna Ford.                        Teachers: Mrs. Hickman & Mrs. Misuraca  
Anna Ford deserves all the recognition and accolades for being named May’s Student of the 
Month!  This amazing young lady has been a part of our National Elementary Honor Society 
where she volunteered many Friday mornings before school to read with first graders!  She has 
been a member of STEM, Safety Patrols and Chorus.  In February, she was one of our chosen 
few to participate in the All-County Chorus program and played the xylophones.  Anna has it all 
when it comes to impeccable character: responsible, caring, kind, considerate and takes great 
pride in her work! Outside of school Anna participates in ballet and lyrical dance.  She takes 
tennis lessons and does gymnastics.  She loves swimming at home with her family.  While at 
home during this last month of virtual school, Anna has taken it upon herself to start learning 
Spanish and how to play the piano!  What a way to grow herself!  Mrs. Misuraca and Mrs. 
Hickman celebrate YOU!  Congratulations Anna!  

Greater Palm Harbor Chamber of Commerce Foundation Citizenship Award  
5th grade student: Kamryn Padinske.                Teachers: Ms. Makris & Mrs. Miller  
We are proud to nominate Kamryn Padinske for the Greater Palm Harbor Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation Citizenship Award! This amazing young lady has made an outstanding con-
tribution to our school community. Kamryn’s willingness to work hard and help others is evi-
denced in her volunteer work with the National Elementary Honor Society (NEHS), Safety Pa-
trols and Student Council. As President of the NEHS, Kamryn works to plan various outreach 
projects including a school supplies drive to support students in need. Kamryn loves to assist 
younger students in first grade as part of her safety patrol duties. She is a friendly face for some 
of our youngest Bobcats each morning and afternoon! Kamryn also exhibits great responsibility 
and leadership in her role as President of the Student Council. She leads her team in planning 
and organizing various school-wide events including the Gratitude Campaign, Salvation Army 
Canned Food Drive, and our school’s Valentine’s Day Candy Gram Event. Even with all these 
accolades, Kamryn is humble, and always willing to lend a helping hand wherever needed. No 
one is more deserving of this high honor. Congratulations Kamryn Padinske! You have certainly 
earned it!    
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Media and Technology News 

The school year has gone by so quickly.  We would like to thank everybody who helped make 
this year successful, from volunteering in the media center to ensuring that your child checked 
out “Just Right” books.    
  
2020-21 SSYRA Elementary 3-5 Battle of the Books:  Available for ebook checkout.    
See our website for details https://www.pcsb.org/domain/7842  
  

1. Attack of the Not-So-Virtual Monsters by Kim Harrington   
2. Beatrice Zinker, Upside Down Thinker by Shelley Johannes   
3. Bernice Buttman, Model Citizen by Niki Lenz   
4. Caterpillar Summer by Gillian McDunn   
5. Dragons in a Bag by Zetta Elliott   
6. How I Became a Spy: a Mystery of WWII London by Deborah Hopkinson   
7. Inkling by Kenneth Oppel   
8. Klawde: Evil Alien Warlord Cat by Johnny Marciano & Emily Chenoweth  
9. Olga and the Smelly Thing From Nowhere by Elise Gravel  
10. Operation Frog Effect by Sarah Lynn Scheerger  
11. Planet Earth is Blue by Nicole Panteleakos   
12. Power Forward by Hena Khan  
13. Strongheart by Candace Fleming   
14. The Unicorn in the Barn by Jacqueline Ogburn   
15. Voyage of the Dogs by Greg Van Eekhout  

 Visit our Website for Information on ebooks and SSYRA 
Resources        https://www.pcsb.org/Page/16808 

                                
2020-21 SSYRA JR  K-2 Books:  

1. Piranhas Don't Eat Bananas, written and illustrated by Aaron Blabey   
2. Can I Be Your Dog? Written and illustrated by Troy Cummings  
3. When Grandma Gives You a Lemon Tree, written by Jamie L. B. Deenihan, illus-

trated by Lorraine Rocha   
4. Dandy, written by Ame Dyckman, illustrated by Charles Santoso   
5. Pencil : a story with a point, written by Ann Ingalls, Illustrated by Dean Griffiths  
6. Superbuns! Written and illustrated by Diane Kredensor   
7. T-Bone the Drone, written and illustrated by Shanda McCloskey   
8. Ella McKeen, Kickball Queen, written and illustrated by Beth Mills   
9. The Proudest Blue, written by Ibtihaj Muhammad, illustrated by Hatem Aly  
10. The Panda Problem, written by Deborah Underwood, illustrated by Hannah Marks   
11. Smell My Foot, written and illustrated by Cece Bell   
12. Truman the Dog (My Furry Foster Family), written by Debbi Michiko Florence, illus-

trated by Melani eDemmer   
13. Frank & Bean, written by Jamie Michalak, Illustrated by Bob Kolar  
14. The Quiet Boat Ride, written and illustrated by Sergio Ruzzier  
15. Happy Fell, written by Erica S. Perl, illustrated by Chris Chatterton  

  
Enjoy your summer and remember to keep reading,  

Mrs. Danielle Gabbert, Library Media/Technology Specialist   
Mrs. Jeanine Richter, Library Assistant   
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SAC 
If you are interested 

in serving on our 
School Advisory 

Council (SAC) this 
year, please contact 

Phyllis DiVilio @ 
diviliop@pcsb.org 

ASAP!

mailto:diviliop@pcsb.org
https://www.pcsb.org/domain/7842
https://www.pcsb.org/Page/16808
mailto:diviliop@pcsb.org
https://www.pcsb.org/domain/7842
https://www.pcsb.org/Page/16808


 
Brooker Creek 

Elementary 

3130 Forelock Rd.-
Tarpon Springs, FL 

34688 

Phone  
727-943-4600 

Fax   
727-943-4603 

Mrs. Jennifer Mekler 

Principal 

Mrs. Abby Cannata 

Assistant Principal

Mr. Ward Kennedy 

Area 1 Superintendent 

(727) 588-5023 

Transportation 

(727) 587-2020
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@BrookerCreekElementary

We’re on the Web! 

www.pcsb.org/brooker-es
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May 2020 Art News  

Well what a way to wrap up the 2020 school year! I personally want to send out a 
HUGE thank you to all the parents, aunts, uncles and siblings who helped our 
Bobcats artists stay creative during this time. 

Over the course of this last semester, I received so many wonderful messages of 
gratitude for providing fun and engaging art lessons that the entire family enjoyed 
participating in. Art truly has a way of impacting the academic, social and emotion-
al well-being of us all. It’s just good for the soul and has a way to bring us together 
even when we are apart. Let’s carry that through the summer when we can actual-
ly disconnect from the computer for a bit to create, connect and explore with our 
families. If you do any fun family art projects over the summer feel free to email me 
photos of them to livingstons@pcsb.org. I just LOVE seeing your creations! 

Have a wonderful, safe and healthy summer and I absolutely cannot wait to see all 
your beautiful faces in August!!! 

Mrs. Livingston 

Volunteer Corner 

First off, I would like to thank you for all of your volunteer efforts this year.  We had an 
amazing time while we were at school and it was wonderful getting to know you better 
and seeing everyone that came in to help our students.  What a fantastic gift, the gift of 
time.  We appreciate every hour! 
 
Secondly, I would like to thank you all for your support.  From the emails, 
conversations, smiles and hugs, it has truly been a pleasure working with everybody at 
Brooker Creek.  I would like to say good bye to the graduating families, good luck at 
your next school, you will be missed at the Creek!  Even though your child may not want 
you at the next school, (none of my 4 wanted me to volunteer at middle school, except 
field trips) there are still opportunities, like below. 
 
Finally, if anyone is interested in becoming a mentor, we do now offer virtual 
courses, much easer than driving down to Largo!!  Please visit http://pcsb.org/mentor to 
find out more.  Just thirty (30) minutes a week, can make a difference in a child's life! 

I hope you have a great May and a peaceful, refreshing summer.  Until next school 
year…  

Jennifer Jajuga
Volunteer Coordinator 

http://pcsb.org/mentor
http://pcsb.org/mentor
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