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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

JUNE 2021
JUNE
9 Last Day of School
14 Flag Day
19 Juneteenth
20 Father’s Day
21 Summer Bridge Begins

JULY
4 Independence Day
15 Last Day of Summer Bridge
17 World Emoji Day
25 National Parents Day

AUGUST

Thank you for a wonderful year. Although this year has looked like
no other, the students and staff at Highland Lakes have had a
successful positive and successful year!
Please visit our HLE website throughout the summer. We work very
hard to provide the most current up-to-date information such as: the
2021/2022 Battle of the Book titles and summer learning
opportunities. Please check with your child’s teacher to get the
appropriate passwords for entry into the sites.
Meet the Teacher
The 2021/22 Meet the Teacher will be held on Tuesday,
August 10th.
School officially starts for students on Wednesday, August 11th.
The school hours are 8:45-2:55. Students are welcome on
campus at 8:15 for free breakfast and/or to begin their day.
We are looking forward to another AWESOME year! Please
encourage your child to read this summer for fun, pleasure and to
stretch their reading “muscles”.
Donna Gehringer
Principal

1 Friendship Day
10 Meet the Teacher
11 First Day of School
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P.A.W.S.
Positive Attitude + Work = Success

2021-22 Volunteers?
Although it is unsure if volunteers will be welcomed back to campus in
the beginning of the new school year, please update your volunteer
accounts over the summer. Every year the Office of Strategic
Partnerships in the Administrative Office deactivates the current
volunteer accounts. That requires volunteers that would like to
continue to volunteer to update and activate their accounts online.
This process separates the families that may have moved to other
schools, moved out of area or aren’t able to volunteer from those that
want to continue to help classrooms and maybe chaperone a possible
field trip in the future. This won’t obligate you, but it might save you
from filling out a new Volunteer Application online.

Keep Reading All Summer Long
There are many ways to encourage children to keep up with
their reading throughout the summer months. Certainly, there
are numerous computer games that encourage reading while
having fun interaction; here are more ideas offered from
Dreamscape:
Preventing the Summer Slide
Get kids reading! Reading only 4-6 books over the summer can
completely prevent students from losing any reading skills over
their school holiday. Giving children access to books– especially
a diverse range of books so they can choose topics and genres
that interest them– is the most important way that you can help
kids beat the summer slide.
Public libraries are an incredible free resource to use all year
round, take your kids on an adventure to explore the stacks, join
some library reading programs, and talk to a librarian to help
find books based on your child’s interest (most librarians LOVE
to find the book that will get someone hooked on reading).
Introducing your child to a variety of different text materials can
help keep your child’s attention focused on reading.
Magazines, picture books, graphic novels, chapter books, and
audiobooks are all great sources of literature for your child to
explore. Even cooking with your child and getting them to read a
recipe is a great way to continue reading through the summer
while still enjoying a fun activity!
Make yourself at home with books! Reading silently to yourself
at home in the presence of your child can help build their
reading habits as well. Children tend to mimic adult behavior
and are more likely to pick up a book themselves if it is a
common household activity.
Although keeping the kids themselves reading is one of the best
strategies for maintaining those skills, there are other activities
that will still make a big difference. Reading aloud is one of the
most effective tools for helping struggling readers. Audiobooks
are also a great resource for when you’re in the car or can’t be
there to read to your child yourself. Reading books that are
above your child’s own reading level will hold their attention and
challenge them to build more advanced reading comprehension
skills and vocabulary. While you’re reading, engage in
meaningful conversation with your child to keep them engaged,
and to give them the chance to practice their comprehension
skills. These skills gained will greatly benefit your reader when
they go to read on their own.
Kids’ interests can change in the blink of an eye– when a new
hobby or obsession takes hold, encourage your child to conduct
research on the chosen topic and do a cool project together. It’s
a fun way to keep your child reading, researching, and thinking
critically.
Continue to have your child(ren) take advantage of eBooks on
MyOn and on Sora. Both programs are found on Clever and will
be open through most of the summer.

Have an enjoyable, safe summer and keep on reading!
Mrs. Williamson

Summer is here and children will have more
free time. Did you know…
TikTok is a social networking app known as Douyin in
China. It gives users the ability to watch and create
short clips of up to 60 seconds. Currently, the app is
available in 75 languages with over 1 billion active
users (Jan 2021). It is most popular with children
under 16 years of age. It has also now become the
most downloaded app of 2019. The minimum age is
13 according to TikTok’s terms and conditions.
Once signed up and logged in, you can either search
for popular categories, creators, or find people via
your friend’s contact list, or you can create the videos
yourself. But many people just use the app to follow
content creators.
Parents have expressed concerns about the
inappropriate language of some of the videos posted
which may make this less suitable for younger
children. Predators seeking to connect with children
is another risk that parents have said to their
children. A parent review can be found on Common
Sense Media.
By default, all accounts are public so anyone on the
app can see what your child shares. However, only
approved followers can send them messages.
Like Facebook and Instagram, it has a digital
wellbeing element (which is password protected) that
alerts users who have been on the app for more than
two hours. You can also turn on ‘restricted mode’ to
filter out inappropriate content on the app.
You can set an account to be private so that all
videos can only be seen by the creator and no one
else on the platform. With a private account, you can
approve or deny users and limit incoming messages
to followers only. Please note that even with a private
account, your child’s profile photo, username, and bio
are still visible to all users on the platform. You
can manage who can comment, duet and direct
message your child on the app.
Mr. Jessie
Assistant Principal

Message from Vickey Sboukis
your HLE School Counselor
As we wrap up this unique school year that has
presented many challenges along the way, please
take a moment to check in with your child. While we
have been taking things day by day, some of our
children have continued to experience troubling
emotions despite their resiliency through it all. Your
child may benefit from processing their thoughts and
feelings as well as receiving reassurance from you.
One of my favorite things about our community is that
we live where others vacation! As a result, we are
fortunate to be surrounded by plenty of beaches,
museums, adventure parks, wildlife centers, sporting
events, etc. In addition to being fun family activities,
these are also learning opportunities for our children.
I wish you and your family a safe, enjoyable summer
filled with lots of love and learning!
DID YOU KNOW?
I have been the school counselor at Highland Lakes
Elementary for 5 years! Having been here for this
long, I have worked with some of our current 5th
graders since they were here in Kindergarten! I will
miss each and every one of you as you head to
middle school in the fall. Please, keep in touch!

Parents, we cannot thank you enough for your
great communication and incredible support
during this challenging year. With our safety
protocols in place, and your support 92% of
our students attended in person or virtually
for the entire school year. Only 8% of students
had excessive absences. That is an amazing
accomplishment during a pandemic.
Excessive absences are when a student
misses 10% of the school year. That number
occurs when a student is absent as few as 2
days a month. School attendance has been
shown to be a greater predictor of high school
graduation than test scores.
As elementary educators we are grateful for
the opportunity to build a strong foundation
for your child’s future success in school.
Attendance every day possible provides that.
Thank you again for a great school year.
Erin Copeland, MSW
School Social Worker
copelande@pcsb.org
727-724-1429 ext. 2141

For the rest of our students, I look forward to seeing
you again in August. If you are interested in
participating, some of the activities/ club that we will
be implemented at HLE will include Principal’s
Multicultural Advisory Committee (PMAC), Peer
Mediation, Students Targeted for Educational
Performance (STEP) and multicultural club for grades
3rd – 5th. Additionally, I will continue with the
Spanish and Greek afterschool language programs
for the 5th graders.

News from the Music Room

Panther Art
I am blown away by the amazing work our artists have
created this year! They have worked hard, thought
outside the box, and come up with the most creative
solutions to our projects. I hope you enjoy going through
your artist’s portfolio to see all of their work from the
year
K-Africa: Artists finished out the year focusing on their
self-portraits. Next year we will be focusing on the
continent Australia!
1st- Australia: Artists finished out the year focusing on
their self-portraits. Next year we will be focusing on the
continent South America as well as Central America!
2nd- Central and South America: Artists finished out the
year focusing on their self-portraits. Students learned
about the artist Frida Kahlo from Mexico. Next year we
will be focusing on the continent South America as well
as Central America!
3rd- Asia: Artists finished out the year focusing on radial
symmetry and ceramics. Next year we will be focusing on
the continent Europe!

As the school year ends, I am able to reflect on all that
it was comprised of. From navigating teaching music
online for the first time ever, to learning how to reteach music face to face in a covid world. I can
officially say that this year definitely had its
challenges, but we persevered together!
Although I am saddened to not have been able to put
on our traditional grade level concerts for our student
population to enjoy this year, I am hopeful that next
year we will be able to have them and fill our school
with beautiful music again. The students NEED the
arts!
The 4th and 5th grade chorus students have been
working diligently since January to put together a final
concert to show our students, families, and staff.
Their theme this year comes from the American
musical drama: The Greatest Showman. The videos of
their performance will be posted on the morning
announcements, as well as on the Teams Graduation
Ceremony link. If you would like to view them at a
later time, feel free to email me privately. I am SO
proud of all of their hard work to pull this off, way to
go 4th and 5th grade chorus students!
I hope everyone has a wonderful summer and I can’t
wait for a fresh start to making music again in the fall!
Sincerely,

4th- Europe: Artists finished out the year focusing on
their ceramic self-portraits. Next year we will be focusing
on the continent North America!

Ms. Kline
Music Specialist
klinekam@pcsb.org

5th- North America: Artists finished out the year designing
their tiles for the 5th grade tile mural inspired by
the Selaron Stairs in Rio de Janiero, Brazil. Their tiles
have been added to the mural in the courtyard that I
started six years ago. This is such a special group of
5th graders to me! This is the first group of students I
have taught from Kindergarten until 5th grade. It has
been such a joy to see them grow as artists and as
individuals. I am so proud of each and every one of
them, and I am excited to see what they accomplish as

Music resources for the summer:
The YMCA and The Florida Orchestra Summer Music
and Arts Camp-FREE Click this link for more details:

they move on to middle school! I will miss you all!
Taylor Martins
Visual Arts Teacher

Summer Music Camp
Chrome Music Lab (free webpage)
Music Play Online (free webpage)
Quaver (not free)
(May require parental permission: YouTube Channels:
Ready GO Music, Musication, Mr. Henry’s Music World,
Jack Hartman Kids Music Channel, Mr. Henry’s Music
World, The Kiboomers, Kidz Bop, Green Bean’s Music,
Little School of Music, Elementary Groove Tracks,
Elementary Music Fun-Happy Tunes, The Learning Station

From the School Board of Pinellas County:
The school year ends on June 9th. Pinellas County
School policy does not allow us to send medication
home with students or store it over the summer, even
if your student is returning for Summer Bridge.
Please arrange to come to school to pick up any
unused medication, including inhalers and
Epinephrine Devices.
Any unclaimed medications will be disposed of on
Wednesday, June 9th by 12:00 noon (student
dismissal is at 12:55pm) without exception.
Thank you,
Jamie Crumley, LPN
School Nurse

The end of the year is here and what a year it has
been! We have loved being back at school with our
students and have also loved our dedicated students
online. Thank you to everyone for helping make this
school year a great one despite any challenges we
might have encountered.
We hope that everyone has a great summer! We hope
you all stay active this summer and can accomplish
some of the fitness goals you might have. As PE
teachers, we always try to think of a new fitness goal
we can accomplish over the summer, so we challenge
you to create a goal and work on it! We may even ask
about it when we get back to school.
Remember that physical activity doesn’t have to mean
working out. You can go swimming, have a dance
party, create a new game, anything that gets your
body moving! We have all learned to be creative
during these times so continue that creativity over the
summer and have fun! We will miss you guys! Have a
great summer and see you next year!
Coach Brittain (brittaind@pcsb.org)
Coach Mac (mcdowellja@pcsb.org)
Coach Chris (jurasinskic@pcsb.org)

