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Dear Oldsmar Families,
I hope this edition of our April Newsletter finds you well, safe and healthy. We are thinking about each of you as we know each have a unique set of circumstances. Thank you to
each of you who are providing a service. No matter your role in your profession, you are
supporting and assisting the greater good. Thank you to our health care profession and first
responders who are showing up to take care of us. Thank you PARENTS for the support,
flexibility, compassion, and patience you have demonstrated with the faculty and staff. We
are so grateful for you and how you are supporting your child during this time. Oldsmar
has an incredible faculty and staff. I have watched them support one another with tips on
Teams, a sense of humor during our virtual faculty meetings, and a positive outlook with
our current situation.

To help us continue to support you, please continue to have your child check into Teams
each day by answering the attendance question. As a school, we continue to be charged
with ensuring student attendance. We want our students engaged in learning. Please continue to complete and work on assignments. Teachers are taking grades on assignments and
entering into Focus. Please send me pictures of your children engaged in learning - any
kind of learning from assignments on Teams, to cooking in the kitchen, or exercising/
investigating outside in the backyard. I would like to continue to spotlight the great things
happening with our kids. Parents, I would love to spotlight you as well. If you are willing
to share, I would love to share pictures of you supporting your kids on learning, headed off
to work in your uniform, etc. We are in this together! Sending you all hugs from Mrs. Miller and Ms. Bauman.
Sincerely,
Ms. Bauman

Safety Patrol of the Month
• Region III
Ward Kennedy 727-588-5023
• Principal
Kristina Bauman, ED. S.
• Assistant Principal
Brandi Williams
Pinellas County Schools
www.pinellas.k12.fl.us

Congratulations to Ryan Turgeon on being selected as safety
patrol of the month for February.
Each of our safety patrols of the
month is given a water bottle and a certificate of recognition for outstanding
service as a safety patrol. Thank you to
William L. Kochenour II, D.D.S., for
his generosity in sponsoring this program.

Students of the Month – February
Congratulations to the following students who received student-of-the-month honors in art, music, and
P.E
.

Art:

Primary

Secondary

Lena Sullivant

Alex Tuting

Music: Minh And Pham

Tobias "Toby"
Cooper

P.E.:

Raenah Toole

Nolan Lynch
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Counselor’s Corner
By: Deborah Manning, School Counselor

Oldsmar’s March Kids of Character – Honesty
Each of these students were nominated by their teacher for displaying the character trait of Honesty.
Ben Mazirow – Murray
Connor Pigott – Kane
Michael Freeman – Wolff
Ellie Bull - Halton
Katherine Purcell – Mazirow
Tarun Ganesh -Glaser
Brock Galeano – Chichester
David Mahfoud – Kirberger
Drew Veronesi – Behrmann
Jillian Domyan – McFarland
Labinot Ramadani - Rosenblum

Peter Pickney – Spindola
Kaipo Kaaa – Wilhelmi
Isaiah Henjes – Lopez
Matthew Bodwell - Pucillo
Dylan Williiger – Kantrowitz
Colton Bates – Schutt
Charlyia Sears – Manion
Maansi Posani – Johnston
David Smith – Dreaden
Sophie James – Sullivan

Jason Garcia – Delgado
Jaelyn Lilienfeld - Cole
Emely Valdes Burgess – Damann
Sofia Carter - Lambert
Molly Montrastelle – Ring
Lomily Jaramillo-Benitez – Giddings
Benjamin Stratton – Munson
K’Veon Worm – Nolan
Reign Nesmith – Benton
Aaron McKim - Blixt

Talking to Children About COVID-19 (Coronavirus)
Concern over this new virus can make children and families anxious. While we don’t know where
and to what extent the disease may spread here in the United States, we do know that it is contagious, that the severity of illness can vary from individual to individual, and that there are steps we
can take to prevent the spread of infection. Acknowledging some level of concern, without panicking, is appropriate and can result in taking actions that reduce the risk of illness. Helping children
cope with anxiety requires providing accurate prevention information and facts without causing undue alarm. It is very important to remember that children look to adults for guidance on how to react
to stressful events. If adults seem overly worried, children’s anxiety may rise. Adults should reassure children that health and school officials are working hard to ensure that people throughout the
country stay healthy. However, children also need factual, age appropriate information about the
potential seriousness of disease risk and concrete instruction about how to avoid infections and
spread of disease. Teaching children positive preventive measures, talking with them about their
fears, and giving them a sense of some control over their risk of infection can help reduce anxiety.

Specific Guidelines
Remain calm and reassuring.
•
•
•
•

Children will react to and follow your verbal and nonverbal reactions.
What you say and do about COVID-19, current prevention efforts, and related events can either increase or decrease children’s anxiety.
Remind them that the adults at their school are there to keep them safe and healthy.
Let children talk about their feelings and help reframe their concerns into the appropriate perspective.
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Counselor’s Corner Con’t.
By: Deborah Manning, School Counselor

Be honest and accurate.
•
•
•
•
•

In the absence of information, children often imagine situations far worse than reality.
Don’t ignore their concerns, but rather explain that at the present moment very few people in this
country are sick with COVID-19.
Children can be told this disease is thought to be spread between people who are in close contact
with one another—when an infected person coughs or sneezes.
It is also thought it can be spread when you touch an infected surface or object, which is why it is so
important to protect yourself.
For additional factual information contact your school nurse or check the https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html website.
When sharing information, it is important make sure to provide facts without promoting a high level
of stress, remind children that adults are working to address this concern, and give children actions they can take to protect themselves.
Information is rapidly changing about this new virus—to have the most correct information stay informed by accessing https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.

Keep Explanations Age Appropriate
• Early elementary school children need brief, simple information that should balance COVID-19
facts with appropriate reassurances that their schools and homes are safe and that adults are there to help
keep them healthy and to take care of them if they do get sick. Give simple examples of the steps people
take every day to stop germs and stay healthy, such as washing hands. Use language such as “adults are
working hard to keep you safe.”
• Upper elementary and early middle school children will be more vocal in asking questions about
whether they truly are safe and what will happen if COVID-19 comes to their school or community.
They may need assistance separating reality from rumor and fantasy. Discuss efforts of school and community leaders to prevent germs from spreading.
Upper middle school and high school students are able to discuss the issue in a more in-depth (adultlike) fashion and can be referred directly to appropriate sources of COVID-19 facts. Provide honest, accurate, and factual information about the current status of COVID-19. Having such knowledge can help
them feel a sense of control.
Additional Resources
Talking With Children: Tips for Caregivers, Parents, and Teachers During Infectious Disease Outbreaks, https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Talking-With-Children-Tips-for-Caregivers-Parents-andTeachers-During-Infectious-Disease-Outbreaks/SMA14-4886.
Coping With Stress During Infectious Disease Outbreaks, https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Copingwith-Stress-During-Infectious-Disease-Outbreaks/sma14-4885.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19),
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html.
Handwashing and Hand Sanitizer Use at Home, at Play, and Out and About,
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/hand-sanitizer-factsheet.pdf.
For more information related to schools and physical and mental health, visit www.nasponline.org
and www.nasn.org.
© 2020, National Association of School Psychologists, 4340 East West Highway, Suite 402, Bethesda,
MD 20814, 301-657-0270
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News from
the
art room
Media
Center
News
By: Jackie Beaverson, Art Teacher

By: Mrs. Putnam, Media Specialist

Our Featured Artists for the
Month of March
are:

Congratulations!

Lena Sullivant
3rd Grade, Ms. Manion

Alex Tuting
4th Grade, Mrs. Dreaden

I hope by now you have all had a chance to watch my video How To Upload Your Artwork To Artsonia. Please watch if
you have not! From here on out, please upload all artwork through the Artsonia App. Artsonia is free, very user
friendly, and fast. We use this all year for each project, and it will keep a much better record of your child’s artwork in
their portfolio. This is also what I grade from, so it will make it much easier to keep track of 500+ student artworks each
week. I will be posting grades in Focus as well instead of Microsoft Teams. Teams will still be used to assign art lessons, chat, and answer questions.
I understand this is all new, so if Artsonia is simply not an option for you, we can work out another way to send artwork.
You can contact me through Teams on our chat channel or email me at beaversonj@pcsb.org.
Here are some photos that have been shared with me of our students doing their own creative things. Feel free to send
pictures to my email, through Artsonia, or through your child’s chat channel.
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News From The Media Center
By Jessica Putnam, Media and Technology Specialist

Visit our bookstore online!
The next best thing to checking out the bookstore in the media center is to shop online through the scholastic
store. See below, if you have any questions please email Mrs. Putnam at putnamje@pcsb.org

V o l u m e

1 8 ,

I s s u e

8
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News From The Clinic
By Melonie Kolettis
Keep children healthy
Watch your child for any signs of illness
If you see any sign of illness consistent with symptoms of COVID-19, particularly fever, cough, or shortness
of breath, call your healthcare provider and keep your child at home and away from others as much as possible. Follow CDC’s guidance on what to do if you are sick.
Watch for signs of stress in your child
Some common changes to watch for include excessive worry or sadness, unhealthy eating or sleeping habits,
and difficulty with attention and concentration. For more information, see the “For Parents” section of
CDC’s Stress and Coping.
Take time to talk with your child or teen about the COVID-19 outbreak. Answer questions and share
facts about COVID-19 in a way that your child or teen can understand.
Go to CDC’s Helping Children Cope with Emergencies or Talking with Children About COVID-19 for more
information.
Teach and reinforce everyday preventive actions
• Parents and caretakers play an important role in teaching children to wash their hands. Explain that hand
washing can keep them healthy and stop the virus from spreading to others.
• Be a good role model—if you wash your hands often, they’re more likely to do the same.
Make handwashing a family a ctivity.
Learn more about handwashing and other everyday preventive actions.
Help children continue learning
• Stay in touch with your child’s school
Many schools are offering lessons online (virtual learning). Review assignments from the school, and help
your child establish a reasonable pace for completing the work. You may need to assist your child with
turning on devices, read ing instructions, and typing answers.
• Communicate challenges to your school. If you face technology or connectivity issues, or if your child
is having a hard time completing assignments, let the school know.
• Create a flexible schedule and routine for learning at home
Have consistent bedtimes and get up at the same time, Monday through Friday.
Structure the day for learning, free time, healthy meals and snacks, and physical activity.
Allow flexibility in the schedule—it’s okay to adapt based on your day.
Consider the needs and adjustment required for your child’s age group
The transition to being at home will be different for preschoolers, K-5, middle school students, and
high school students. Talk to your child about expectations and how they are adjusting to being at
home versus at school.
• Consider ways your child can stay connected with their friends without spending time in person.

V o l u m e

1 8 ,

I s s u e
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News From The Clinic Con’t.
By Melonie Kolettis
•

Look for ways to make learning fun
Have hands-on activities, like puzzles, painting, drawing, and making things.
Independent play can also be used in place of structured learning. Encourage children to build a fort from
sheets or practice counting by stacking blocks..
Practice handwriting and grammar by writing letters to family members. This is a great way to connect and
limit face-to-face contact.
Start a journal with your child to document this time and discuss the shared experience.
Use audiobooks or see if your local library is hosting virtual or live-streamed reading events.
Page last reviewed: April 3, 2020

Content source: National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases (NCIRD), Division of Viral Diseases

PTA News
By Jeff Murphy, President

Memory Books are still on sale!
Strawbridge has opened up the online ordering for Memory Books so parents can still order books!
To make it easy for parents to order the yearbook online we have created a direct link.

Our school specific link is:
http://vando.imagequix.com/g1000767604

$25 each

Online will be open until May 1st – If you are not sure if you have already purchased one please
email Tammy Eddy at owlmemorybook@gmail.com

Spirit Shirts are on sale online!
Oldsmar Owl Spirit Shirts along with Hoodies and Zip-up Sweatshirts will be online for sale
April 15-30. Colors available are blue, pink and grey. Youth and Adult sizes.
Zip up sweatshirt Adult $30
Youth $25
Hoodie Sweatshirt Adult $25
Youth $20
To order simply go online to PhysEdGear.com and enter Oldsmar Elementary. Orders will be
shipped to the home of the purchaser. Please not there is a small processing fee and shipping fee will vary depending on
how much is ordered.
We are currently looking for parents to serve on the 2020-2021 PTA Board. By serving on the board,
you can become more involved in our school and also in your child's education. How much of a commitment you want to make is up to you. We have several
areas on the board that offer different levels of commitment of time.
If interested, please email: Jeff Murphy, PTA President at bigmurph@live.com

V o l u m e

1 8 ,

I s s u e
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Family & Community News
By: Lori Rhinehart, Family & Community Liaison

Hello OES families, Volunteers, Lunch Pals, Business Partners,
I hope this finds you all well and taking care of yourselves and your loved ones. Oh so many things
have changed since our last newsletter. In a month when we would normally be planning for our annual
Volunteer and Business Partner Appreciation Luncheon and gearing up for Staff Appreciation, and
spring events, instead we find ourselves as our own Volunteers, Teachers, Lunch assistants, PE coaches,
Music and Art teachers and the list goes on and on. As a parent myself, I know the road is not easy. I
appreciate you. Our school appreciates you. Years from now when your children look back on this time in
their lives, they will appreciate all the sacrifices you are doing now to keep them safe and healthy.
Take this time to ask for help when you need it. Take this time to pay it forward when you can. Share
good times with your family. Exercise, meditate, share stories of accomplishments and good things that
are happening in your life.
Check out and “like” our OES Facebook page. Share photos of your scholars working or playing at home
by sending photos to their teachers.
Catch up on entering your volunteer hours from the past few months if you have not already!

Thank a teacher, a nurse, a policeman, your local restaurant for all that they are doing to help us through
this. Call your parents or loved ones that are alone.
Above all else, make the best of this time ,and know that we are all looking forward to being back together
again.
Smiles and Hugs,
Lori Rhinehart
Family and Community Liaison

Dates to Remember
Thursday, April 9

SAC/PTA, Virtual

Friday, April 10

7 pm
No School

Monday, May 25

Memorial Day

Friday, May 29

Last Day of School

No School

