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What Are Access Points?

• Access Points are academic expectations written specifically 
for students with significant cognitive disabilities.

• Access points reflect the core intent of the Standards with 
reduced levels of complexity.







Diploma Pathways

• Special Diploma (only available for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities)
• 24 credits, 2.0 GPA

• Only current 11th and 12th graders (2012-2013 and 2013-
2014 years of entry) are still eligible for a Special Diploma 
(they would have been working toward a Special Diploma 
already)



Special Diploma

• Only current 11th and 12th graders (2012-2013 and 2013-2014 
years of entry) are still eligible for a Special Diploma (they would 
have been working toward a special diploma already)

• Any student who enters high school in 2014-2015 or beyond will 
not be eligible to work toward a Special Diploma 
• Standard Diploma on Access Points

• Students already working toward a Special Diploma may 
continue 



Diploma Pathways

• Standard Diploma on Access Points (only available for 
students with significant cognitive disabilities)
• 24 credits, 2.0 GPA
• Students in the 2014-2015 cohort and beyond 
• Graduation requirements are the same as a student 

working toward a Standard Diploma

• ACCEL (available to ALL students with disabilities, 
including those enrolled in Access courses)
• 18 credits, 2.0 GPA



Standard Diploma on Access Points

• Only students with significant cognitive disabilities are eligible for 
this diploma option

• Graduation requirements are the same as any student working 
toward a Standard Diploma

• Recognized as the same Standard Diploma that other students 
receive 

• Courses are labeled as Access courses

• 18 credit (ACCEL) option is available


