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Dinner Dilemmas 
To create family discussions that promotes Character Education in Pinellas County. 

 
February 

 
Tolerance 

 
 

Respecting  
the individual 

differences, views, 
and beliefs of other 

people. 

Week 1 
Situation: Sue was in her guided reading group. Everyone was 
taking turns reading aloud. Some in the group were slow and 
cautious readers. 
Dilemma:  On one hand Sue became impatient for her turn. On 
the other hand Sue knew she should be tolerant toward all 
readers. 
Discussion:  What is your advice for Sue? 

Week 2 
Situation:  The kids in Sam’s class overhear Tony ask to make two 
Mother’s Day cards. The kids start making fun of Tony because he 
has two moms. 
Dilemma:  On one hand Sam knows he should be tolerant of other 
people’s families. On the other hand Sam feels peer pressure to go 
along with the crowd. 
Discussion:  What is your advice to Sam? 

Week 3 
Situation:  All the neighbor kids wait at the same school bus 
stop. One girl has cerebral palsy. She goes to a special school 
and rides a different bus. The kids are consistently making fun of 
her. 
Dilemma:  On one hand Sue and Sam have joined in the taunting 
in the past.  On the other hand, this is Tolerance month at school 
and they have pledged to practice tolerance. 
Discussion:  What is you advice for Sue and Sam?

Week 4 
Situation:  A student comes to school with a hat on after 
chemotherapy. Her hair has fallen out. Kids grab the hat and toss it 
around.  She begins to cry. 
Dilemma:  On one hand Sue choose not to join in. On the other hand 
Sue feels she should speak up about tolerance towards those who 
look different. 
Discussion:  What advice do you have for Sue?  

Dinner Dilemmas are designed to be sent home once a month with the students. 
Schools that send home a weekly newsletter could print one dilemma each week 
in its publication.  During the week families are asked to discuss the dilemma.  It 
is hoped that families will talk about the dilemma and decide how the character 
quality of the month relates to the situation presented.  It is further hoped that 
families will discuss the dilemma of the week and decide how the character 
quality of the month applies to each family member.  

 


