
Principal’s Message – August 15, 2020 

 

Good evening from Principal Chaffin at Starkey Elementary, I would like to 

formally welcome our new families.  I am looking forward to working with you 

and your children as we navigate their school career.  I know together we will 

ensure they are receiving the best education possible, regardless of what current 

events and changes may dictate.   

I have a great deal of information to share with you now that things have settled 

down and are more finalized.  The script to this call can be found under Principal’s 

Message on our website.  Of course, you are always welcome to call our office for 

clarification if you need to as well.   

Meet the Teacher will be held virtually on Microsoft Teams Friday, August 21st, for 

grades 1-5 from 1-2 pm.  You will be able to see the teacher, the classroom and 

where your child will sit.  The teacher will reach out with more details with how to 

join their session. PreK and Kindergarten students (along with no more than two 

family members) will be able to meet the teacher and walk through their 

classrooms that same day, August 21st.  If the student’s last name begins with a 

letter between A-L you will come between 1-2 pm, and those whose last name 

begins with a letter between M-Z will be from 2-3 pm. Please wear masks and 

social distance. 

Families, including our online learners, are also able to drive through and pick up 

materials teachers have for students on August 21st as well.  Grade 1 will drive 

though the car circle and grade 3 the bus circle between 9-10 am, grade 2 will 

drive through the car circle and grade 4 the bus circle between 10-11 am.  Grade 

5 will drive through the bus circle between 11-12 pm.  These are also the 

times/locations our online learners can pick up class supplies and laptops they 

ordered. 

To minimize your exposure to stores and better control items brought in to 

school, we will be funding school supplies this year.  However, we do ask students 

bring their own headphones or earbuds in a baggie with their name on it.  Back 

packs are permitted as students have designated spots isolating their belongings 

with either space or barriers from others’. 



We will not be posting class lists on the office doors this year.  You can find out 

who your child’s teacher is by going into the parent portal in Focus. 

Parents aren’t able to walk their child the first day to the gates or class.  We are 

encouraging all parents to use the car circle to further promote social distancing.   

VPK-Grade 5 students will need to bring a mask the first day and we will give 

them five gray cloth masks to use after we see what size is needed.  If they’d 

rather continue wearing their own mask, it must be solid cloth that covers the 

mouth and nose.  Designs are permitted.  If your child does not have a mask, a 

disposable one will be provided before they enter the gates.   

Meals will continue to be provided at no charge.  We have breakfast carts on 

opposite sides of campus for students to choose a hot or cold entrée from as they 

arrive.  Students will then go directly to class to avoid a gathering of large groups.   

Our school hours are 8:45-2:55 pm, and students should not be on campus until 

8:15 am when the gates open and supervision is provided.  The only exception is 

for PreK and kindergarten the first week of school. They are able to drop off 

students in the car line at 8:00 am the first week.  Extra personnel will be on hand 

to gently help your child to class.  

The car line has different processes this year and will require more patience.  

Please follow staff and signage direction to help it flow as quickly, efficiently and 

safely as possible.  PreK parents only will be able to pick up their children at 2:30 

pm and kindergarten at 2:40 pm in the car circle.  Your student will be brought to 

you to quickly load and drive on as only 10 minutes is allotted for each group.  All 

other cars will be held back near the cafeteria doors to allow those families 

through. 

We have taken so many extra precautions around campus to abide by CDC 

guidelines.  The district has developed a video to help you know what to expect.  I 

encourage you to view the Resources tab of the re-opening plan at www.pcsb.org  

Thank you in advance for your understanding and patience.  Good night. 
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