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Gold Medalist, CSPA: 1998, 2004, 2005,
2006, 2007
Silver Medalist, 1996 through 2003,
2008
ASPA Second Place Winner 2014
The editorial pages are a forum for
voicing opinions of the editorial board
and not the administration or adviser.
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Capricorn (Dec 22nd-Jan 20th)
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You are Smarties. You find that others are attracted to your risk-taking and your love for seizing opportunities. The treat is irresistible and, although it is common, no one can stay away from the popular powdery
sweetness that they have to offer.

Pisces (Feb 19th-March 20th):
You are a Jolly Rancher. You come in many different colors. You can’t decide on what costume to wear or if you
want to stay in for Halloween or go to that Halloween party down the street.

Virgo (Aug 23rd-Sep 22nd):
You are a Sweet Tart. This month is a little sweet and sour for you. There are times you will lose your temper, and other times where people will look at you with a smile on their face because of your kindness.

Scorpio (Oct 24th-Nov 22nd)
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You are Warheads. You always need to be in control. Your intensity demands
you go, but you are brave enough to be yourself. You are fierce and add a flavorful
fu
fful
ull kki
kick
ckk to life.
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Sagit arius (Nov 22nd-Dec 21st)

Sophisticated Scorpio
Mathew Velazquez (12) represents his outgoing
Scorpio smarts outside in the Warhawk Courtyard.
“Being a Scorpio is quite nice and explains a lot. I
think a good word to describe our attitude is precise.
I tend to choose my words carefully and the type
of people I talk to,” Velazquez said. Scorpios have
strong willpower and possess the ability to turn the
tables around, however they desire.

You are Nerds. You struggle to decide which direction you should take in life, but you take the wiser path
and stick to your human instinct. Just like Nerds, you are jubilant and, although life seem a bit blurred at
times, you always figure out a way to make it just right.

Taurus (April 20th-May 20th):
You are M&Ms. You are a natural born sweetheart and always generous. The ideal solution to any problem:
you are reliable, dependable and have a colorful soul.

Remember to use these spooktacular stars as a guide, but don’t forget to brush your teeth before you say goodnight!
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Faboolous Scopes
By Feliciah Dima, Natalie Conde & Miles Love

There is magic in the night as the stars align, bringing you a bag of sweets during this spook-fil ed month.
Cancer (June 21st-July 22nd)
You are a Gummy Bear. You have a sensitive mind and tend to take things to heart. Just like a Gummy Bear,
you are fragile, sweet and absolutely adorable!

Gemini (May 21st-June 20th)
You are Reese’s. Everyone needs one of you in their life. However, you can’t just be one thing. Some days you
are salty; other days you are sweet. You are a mix, but it’s always your mission to make someone happy.

Leo (July 23rd-Aug 22nd)
You are Sour Punch. You are not one to be thrown off guard. As a leader and someone with bravery, the only
thing that will knock you out from under your feet this October is the taste of that candy that was found in
your trick-or-treat bag.

Libra (Feb 20th-March 20th)
You are Skittles. You are light-hearted and artistic. You have a wild imagination that is flourishing with color. You will often find yourself around different people because of your kind,
inviting vibe.

Lucent Libra
Hope Thompson-Jones (11) shows off her inner
Libra love outside in the Warhawk Courtyard.
“I feel Libras can be the most trusting people. We try
our best to help others around us and it is an amazing thing” Thompson-Jones said. Not only are Libras
relied on, but they prove to be fantastic people.
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Aries (Mar 21st-April 19th)

You are a Fireball. You tend to take the initiative in specific situations and, in doing so, are looked upon by the
peers around you. You have a passion for emotion and, though many things are expected of you, you fight to
make it to the top.

Aquarius (Jan 20th-Feb 19th)
You are Snickers. You find yourself to be quiet and timid, but you radiate energy and your warmth is contagious. Just like Snickers, you have the ability to spread happiness and to make others feel the same way.eos

Red Tide is Arising
The Green Takes Control

By Tori Foltz, Aaliya Gray & Patrick Martnio

F

Endless Memories...
Take a Look Behind the Festivities of Homecoming
By Rylee Arnold, Samantha Dykes, Tori Foltz & Sydney Soto

he time has come
for that special week.
Hallways were decorated with school spirit
and filled with the echoes of
excited chit chat. The start of
homecoming was in full swing.

T

Spirit week
On September 4th, celebrities
piled on to our campus for
celebrity day. We had those
ranging from SoundCloud
rappers to A-list celebrities.
However, characters floated
around as well.
The following day, students
battled off between country vs
country club. Classrooms were
piled high with cowboy boots
and tennis rackets. The sporty
side of students jumped out, as

as well as the preppy side. Our
school could have truly been
mistaken as a ranch or a country club.
Thursday marked the time
to become one with the
internet. Pictures and iconic
videos came to life as students
dressed up as their favorites.
Meme day had arrived and the
atmosphere was buzzing with
references and laughter. Friday
came quick, as did the pops of
green and orange. Spirit Day
was finally here. Seniors rolled
up in togas and pillowcases and
underclassmen were decked
out in class shirts. The adrenaline filled the hallways with
excitement as the homecoming
game was a few hours away. It
truly was a sea of orange and
green.

The Theme

As students walked into homecoming, the neon fluorescent
lights blinded them. As they
looked around, students were
dancing, laughing and having
the time of their lives. The day
that they had been awaiting
was finally here.
This years homecoming
theme was Rio Carnival.
Rio Carnival known as The
Carnival in Rio de Janeiro is
a festival held every year and
considered the biggest carnival
in the world with an average
of two million people per day.
The first festivals of Rio date
back all the way to 1723. It is
known for its bold colors and is
celebrated in honor of the gods
and to respect great waters.

Thanks to our Student Government, an unforgettable night
was created.

Homecoming Court

As the homecoming court
walked the vibrant red carpet
laid out on the muddy football
field, smiles consumed their
faces. Some students ran to see
if they could win and some ran
just for fun. Either way, they
were selected by our students
and play an important role in
our school.
“I decided to run for homecoming court because I wanted
to be as involved as I could in
school. My favorite part about
court was being able to walk
in front of the school at the
game,” Nick McClure [10] said.
“I ran for court because I

lorida’s natural beauty and
environmental resources are
being held hostage by toxic red
tide. People stood on the beach
on the hot summer days, looking
over the rolling tides. Suddenly, their
heads ached and they started coughing as their lungs started to fill with
agitating toxins. Dead fish rolled onto
the shore, and a view of the rustcolored water became apparent. This
is known as the Red Tide, which is
severely affecting Florida. On July 9th,
2018, Governor Rick Scott declared
Florida in a State of Emergency; the
toxic algae bloom had begun. People
have not taken much action on this
issue. We need to act now, otherwise
our ocean will be destroyed.
After heavy rains in late May, billions of Lake Okeechobee water is
released into Florida oceans every
summer. This is usually the cause of
the brackish water towards Sanibel,
a small island near Fort Myers. This
year there was a catch. Red tide was
starting to break out in mid-May. The
Lake Okeechobee water then mixed
with the red tide, causing the toxic
algae bloom outbreak of 2018. Also
known to be “Algal Bloom,” has been
found in the waters south of Florida.
It has been reported that the Red Tide
has been killing off marine life and
has been hazardous to human health.
This could take effect on
population, and endangered species
could be rendered scarcely close to
overall decimation.
The Earth’s surface is 24,902 miles
around the equator, and the oceans
cover about 71% of that. 267 tons of
marine life have washed up along

150 miles of the Gulf Coast from this
event.
Now it may be questioned as to why
we cannot just simply do something
about this Red Tide. The fact is the
Red Tide is severely affecting are ecosystem, economy, and population is
marine life. Scientists are trying to figure out ways to control the Red Tide,
but there is no permanent way to rid
of the Red Tide entirely. Some blame
Governor Rick Scott. I don’t believe
the Governor to be at the entirety of
fault in this case. Red Tides occur
yearly in similar locations, most common in the Gulf of Mexico. However,
bacteria and water management can
add to the increasing population of
the microorganisms that make up our
Red Tides. There are multiple reasons
as to why Red Tides happen, so pointing fingers will not get us anywhere.
It sickens me that this could
be avoided all together if Lake
Okeechobee was released into the
Everglades. The National Park covers
about 1,509,000 acres of land. This
National Park is in desperate need of
freshwater. At one point, the swamps
can seem empty. The Everglades
Foundation has used Scott’s emergency declaration to push for federal
support for a previously planned
reservoir, which is intended to move
water south of Lake Okeechobee.
In order to find a fix, it is going to
take some serious changes above the
water. Treat this bloom as a wakeup
call. We have the power to take action
and make powerful changes. Luckily,
students are starting to take a stand
on this issue. We ARE making a difference!
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STUNNING STARS
Zoey Moshuris and Erin Crosby (12) flash a smile for the camera. “ This years
homecoming was a great first and last homecoming. I had a lot of fun with my
friends while we danced through the night, “ Crosby said. Homecoming was
on Saturday September 8th.

A Ban We Should Stan
Saving the Earth One Straw at a Time
By Tori Foltz, Mariah Thornhll, Mckenzie Rosenberg & Christina Teissedre

R

ed tide may be a ‘natural’
occurrence, but scientists
believe coastal pollution is
making it even worse. Every
time I go to the beach, I always
manage to find at least one piece of
stray plastic without even looking for
it. Recently, the world has been taking
a great stance on plastic straws.
“Plastic is slowly killing our
environment. It’s important that we
find an alternative way to deal with
this problem, like using reusable
straws instead,” Dara Cadzow (10)
said.
At the International Coastal Cleanup
Services, volunteers claim to have
picked up over a half of a million
straws from the beach.
Each day, the average person uses 1.6
straws. If 25,000 people did something
so simple as not using straws and using a more enviornmentally friendly
option, we could really save this earth.
It is crazy to think just by switching

things up a little can do so much for so
much wildlife. Less plastic means less
waste!
Eight million tons of plastic end
up in our oceans every year. That is
equivalent to five grocery bags filled
with plastic for every foot of coastline.
Imagine walking onto your favorite
beach in a few years and every single
inch of sand is smothered in plastic. If
Florida does not take a stance, this will
be Floridians lives every day. Maybe
the problem is not just with plastic
straws, but maybe it is the people who
litter.
Did you know that plastic does not
degrade? It just breaks down into
smaller pieces which leads to the
polution of the ocean.
So what is the big deal with plastic
straws? Well, they certainly are not
helping anything or anyone—even if
they look like an innocent, whimsical twisty straw. Straws are a one-use,
non-recyclable item because of their

flimsy, plastic material. These not so
innocent straws end up in our oceans
and harm our wildlife.
We need to spread awareness. Plastic
straws are not the only one-use plastic
item that ends up in our oceans.
I recently went to the movies and
asked for a cup of water without a
straw. The waiter looked at me like I
was crazy! When he brought my water,
I realized the cup was made of plastic
and many things we use daily are
made up of plastic.
Students are getting away from
plastic straws. We can save our precious earth if we really try—one straw
at a time!

wanted to make my mark on
this school. When I leave, I
want people to remember who
I was,” Peter Mcclure (11) said.
“I decided to run for homecoming court because I figure
it’s my senior year and I just
wanted to try to get in as many
memories as I can. Even if I
hadn’t won, the whole process
of being on court was really
fun and I got close to some
really great people., Gabby Ray
(12) said.
Looking back on homecoming week, it was fun-filled and
exciting. From celebrity day to
togas and class shirts, students
had the ability to make some
colorful memories. This was
definitely one for the books.

BACKSTREET BOYS
Bruno Boyens (9), Nicholi Idzinski (10) and Grady Idzinski (11) strike their
bands signature pose. “We had fun dressing up as the Backstreet Boys. We
spent a lot of time practicing their dance to I want it that way. We ended up
putting on a fun show during lunch and all of our friends loved it,” Idzinski
said. Boyens, Idzinski and Idzinski teamed up to put on a short show for their
friends in front of the auditorim.

THEY’
THEY’VE
HEY’VE
’VE GOT SPIRIT,
SPIRIT
SPIR
IT HOW ABOU
ABOUT
T YOU?
YOU?
Karah Raba and Amanda Gladding (10) show school spirit during spirit week.
“Spirit week was so fun. My favorite day was spirit day because I could dress
up and show support for the football team,” Gladding said. Spirit day was
Friday, September 7th.
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Garrett Kline (10), a quarter back for our varsity football
team,started playing football when he was in the 4th grade
“I started playing because I was the only man in the house so
playing football was a whole different world for me”,Kline said
Before he started playing football,his family and his coaches
inspired him to do so.Now that he’s playing,it is a whole different
work for him.
“Playing football makes me a better”,Kline said
Playing football can be challenging,but it helps Kline become
better at what he does and shaped him into the person he is today.

Wee Care
supports the
Hawk Talk!

Justin Cervoni (11) a wide-receiver on the Varsity football team
started playing in the 6th grade and wanted to keep going.
“I keep playing because football helps me with real life skills. I
love the sport and the progress I make in it as well as having my
family,” Cervoni said.
The game itself [and having his family there is a huge motivation to Cervoni. With the support of his family and peers, Cervoni will make great progress in doing what he loves.
“My uncle was a coach, and I always watched him play and
coach, so I think that’s what make me initially want to start playing,” Cervoni said
Growing up, Cervoni watched his uncle coach football, and
once he gave it to try he did not want to stop.

Like a family, the football team has each other’s backs. There is no doubt that these players will continue
work hard and put in the blood, sweat and tears necessary to end the season strong.
October 2018 / Hawk Talk / Sports / 11
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Behind the Line
A Thorough
Th h LLookk B
Behih nd the TTeam
By Manisha Jackasal & Cassidy Tennant
Although we had a rough start to the season, the football team puts in one hundred percent when it comes to practices and games and will no doubt make a huge comeback. However, what some people don’t know is that behind the
line every player has a purpose for playing the sport of football.

Jacob Mattingly (12) a running back for the Varsity
football team realized how much he loved football and
wanted to keep playing.
“After I started playing, I fell in love with it—the games,
and the whole sport itself—and I didn’t want to stop
playing,” Mattingly said.
After the first few games, he realized how much he
loved football and tackling the field.
“I always saw Walter Payton highlights on YouTube
and wanted to be just like him,” Mattingly said.
Payton was a running back for the Chicago Bears back
in 1975. He has always been Jacob’s inspiration and the
reason why he kept up with his passion of playing football.

THE 2020 JUNIOR CLASS

The game itself can definitely be challenging, but can also become a home to players who consider their teammates a second
family.
“I had already known that I wanted to play football, and once
I started I just never wanted to get away from the game” Grady
idzinski (11) said.
Grady started playing football only at 7 years old when he
learned to love the game and has continued playing ever since.
With years of games and practices, football has become second
nature to him.
“The more I played, the more I grew to love the game,” Idzinski
said.
The football team is a team that provides hard-work, plenty of
practice and progression, but most importantly a second family.

Find Your Frightening Film
What Halloween Movie Should You Watch?

SUPPORTS THE
HAWK TALK!

o
7

Pick your favorite
spooky bop:
A. “Ghostbusters”
B. “Monster Mash”
C. “Thriller”
D.“I Put A Spell on You”

By Shaniya Tinch, Makayla Jackson, Grace Thompson, Stephanie Carroll, Danielle Fleming & Jade Bergamini

What movie should you curl up on the couch and watch with your favorite person on Halloween night?

o
1

Pick a classic
Halloween costume:
A. Skeleton
B. Black Cat
C. Vampire
D. Witch

o
3

What is your
favorite
Halloween activity?
A. Dressing Up
B. Eating Candy
C. Watching
Scary Movies
D. Pumpkin Picking

o
5

What is your favorite classic monster?
A. The Mummy
B. Frankenstein
C. Dracula
D. Wolfman

o
2

What candy do
you prefer?
A. Hershey’s
B. Snicker’s
C. Reese’s
D. Kit Kat’s

o
4

Who is your favorite character from
the show Stranger
Things?
A. Mike
B. Eleven
C. Will
D. Dustin

o
6

Pick a spooky treat:
A. Skeleton cupcakes
B. Eyeball cake pops
C. Gravestone brownies
D. Ghost cookies

o
9

What is your
favorite
Halloween decoration?
A. Skeleton-hand
candy bowl
B. Pumpkins
C. Cauldron
D. Ghost Lights

o
11

How scary do you
think you are?
A. I am a little scary.
B. I am pretty scary.
C. I am the scariest
person I know.
D. I am not scary at all.

o
8

What super power
would you rather
have?
A. The ability to talk
to ghosts.
B. The ability to turn
invisible.
C. The ability to turn
into a bat.
D. The ability to
cast spells.

o
10

What is your biggest
fear?
A. Heights
B. Spiders
C. Needles
D. Flying

o
12

Choose the word
that describes you
best:
A. Interesting
B. Weird
C. Dramatic
D. Silly

Mostly As:

You should spend this Halloween watching The Nightmare Before Christmas while cuddling with your
favorite pet.

Mostly Bs:

You should spend this Halloween watching Coraline and eating sugary sweets with your bestie.

Mostly Cs:

You should spend this Halloween watching Friday the 13th and telling ghost stories.

Mostly Ds:

You should spend this Halloween watching Halloween Town after trick-or-treating with friends.
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