
Dear Parent/Guardian,

As part of its abstinence-based health curriculum, the Pinellas County School Board has approved an age-appropriate teacher-directed lesson on condoms for students in HOPE class.  During the lesson, condoms will be presented as a form of barrier protection to reduce (but not eliminate) the risk of sexually transmitted infections including HIV.  This abstinence-based lesson will focus on statistics showing that latex condoms may reduce the risk of HIV infection and other sexually transmitted infections when used correctly and consistently for all forms of intercourse.

On_____________________, students will participate in this health education lesson.  During this lesson, teachers will guide students to compare how a surgical latex glove and how a latex condom both serve as barriers to reduce the risk of transmission of communicable diseases.  This lesson will allow student-teacher discussion and promote critical thinking.

To eliminate any misconceptions: condoms will not be provided to any students either during or after this lesson.  
Students not participating in the lesson on condoms will have an alternate abstinence-only lesson in another area of the school.  That area will be supervised while the student completes independent study lesson.  Your choice will be respected, and your child will in no way be questioned about it.  If you have any questions regarding either lesson, please contact me at _____________________.

Sincerely,

Principal

Health Education Teacher

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




Please Sign and Return

My son/daughter _______________________________________ 

Check one of the following:

· Has permission to attend the health education lesson on condoms which will focus on the reduction of the risk of HIV transmission.

· Does not have permission to attend the health education lesson on condoms which will focus on the reduction of the risk of HIV transmission.  I understand that my child will receive an alternative abstinence-only assignment during this class period.

	
	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	
	Date


