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T - THINK RESPONSIBILITY
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“Reading to learn” more than “learning to read”
Increase reading and writing stamina
More abstract thinking in math requires a
foundation of basic addition/subtraction fact
mastery and skip-counting fluency 
Expected to use more self control and follow
directions 
Be able to stay on task independently and
cooperate with others in small groups to
accomplish tasks

The BIG leap from 2nd Grade to 3rd Grade 



1.Reading: By third grade, most kids can read fluently
and are starting to comprehend more complex texts.

2.Math: Third graders are using more abstract thinking
in math. They are introduced to multiplication and
division and are diving deeper into understanding
fractions and geometry.

3.Writing: At this stage, third graders are using
complete sentences and paragraphs with proper
spelling, grammar and punctuation. They begin learning
cursive handwriting and keyboarding.

3rd Grade Academic Milestones



1.Building friendships: At this age, children start to
form deeper friendships and understand the
importance of being a good friend.

2.Resolving conflict: As their social skills develop, third
graders may encounter conflicts with friends and
learn how to resolve them through communication and
compromise.

3.Empathy: Third graders are becoming more aware of
others' feelings and perspectives, and can show
empathy toward their peers.

3rd Grade Social Milestones



Behavior Management
Class rules based on TSFES Guidelines for Success
Positive reinforcement, redirection and natural consequences
Restorative Practices for resolving conflict
Circles to build relationships & problem solve
Paw system for individuals to earn rewards & shop at school
store
Visit to Principal (positive more than negative)
Happy Face/Marble Jar for whole class to earn class
rewards
Written warnings for misbehavior that continues after other
strategies are employed
 Levels of Engagement 



Our curriculum follow the Pinellas
County School Board expectations
which reflect the
Grade 3 Florida B.E.S.T. Standards:

ELA (English Language Arts)
Cursive/Typing
Mathematics
Science
Social Studies

3rd Grade Curriculum



Daily Schedule
8:05-9:00 Math
9:00-9:45 Specials 
9:45-10:10 Math
10:10-10:40 Reading Intervention
10:40-11:25 Science
11:25-11:45  Recess
11:45-12:15 Lunch
12:15-1:45 ELA Core 
1:45- 2:15 Extra ELA 



English Language Arts Core is 120 minutes comprised
of word study, reading, writing, and handwriting. 
 An additional instruction/intervention/enrichment
time of 30 minutes occurs daily.
Curriculum consists of informational(nonfiction),
literary (fiction), and poetry texts. Standards focus
on skills such as identifying character changes,
theme, text structure, text features, main idea,
author’s purpose, figurative language, and comparing
two texts.,



 Writing styles includes narrative, expository, and
opinion organized in 3-5 paragraphs
Skills taught include using transition words,
details and elaboration and dialogue
Students go through the writing process of
brainstorming, planning, drafting, revising and
editing
Cursive handwriting and keyboarding are also
introduced in third grade. 



3rd Grade Promotion Requirements 
The portfolio is a “good cause” promotion option for students who score a
Level 1 on the spring FAST assessment. 
The portfolio is an organized collection of evidence of the student’s
mastery of the B.E.S.T. English Language Arts Standards that are
assessed by the grade 3 statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment.  
For each benchmark, there will be at least eight (8) items assessed and
the student must demonstrate 70% percent mastery for all items
assessed per benchmark. 
 As the year progresses, you will receive a sign and return report after
each portfolio assessment communicating your child’s progress toward
meeting the 70% mastery of EACH of the 13 benchmarks. 



3rd Grade Promotion Requirements 
See the letter for
more details about
the 5 alternative

ways your child can
meet the

requirement to be
promoted to 4th.



3rd Grade Reading Portfolio
 Students are given the portfolio common
assessments for good cause promotion to 4th
grade. According to the State Board of
Education, to be accepted as meeting the
portfolio option, a student’s portfolio must
include at least 8 items assessed per
benchmark and the student must demonstrate
70% mastery for each of 13 benchmarks. 



Reading Portfolio Parent Communication
After each portfolio
assessment, a letter will be
sent home with your child’s
results. This letter is a sign
& return document.  





Mathematics
Math is a 75 minute block made up of
number routines, whole group lesson, small
groups, math games, Dash Robots
math/coding challenges and Dreambox. 
Having a growth mindset and showing your
work are necessary for success!
Students gain a conceptual understanding of
multiplication & division (not memorization).
They will solve problems using all four
operations, dig deeper into fractions,
geometry, and measurement. 



Third Grade Curriculum includes Earth
Science, Physical Science and Life Science
Hands-on learning, experiments and
investigations
STEM activities
3rd graders will complete their first
independent science project using scientific
process



 
More Health Presentations on Firearm Safety
and Nutrition
70 minutes of Social Studies a week 

      (Civics, History, Geography, Economics)
20 minutes of Recess Daily.



Important Assessment Dates

F.A.S.T. Testing



Important Assessment Dates

ELA

Science Math



Third graders write down homework in their planner. As an
additional support, homework is posted in the weekly parent
newsletter.
Each homework item must be signed, as well as the planner--
please review for completeness, accuracy and quality before
signing. 
30 minutes of Amira & 10 Dreambox lessons are due by Friday
of each week. Part is done at school and part as homework. 



If your child required a lot of help on math hw or didn’t understand a
particular problem(s), indicate that at the top of the page and circle the
difficult problems so we can review the next day.
First semester, reading logs require 20 minutes of reading in just right
books and a written response (1-2 complete sentences edited for spelling
& punctuation). Reading requirements will increase in the 2nd semester. 
A homework warning is not a homework pass--students are required to turn
in missing homework the next day to avoid another warning as part of
Fundamental policy.



     3rd

 90%- 100% A
 80%- 89% B
 70%- 79% C
 60%- 69% D
 50-%- 0% F

Grades will be based on assessments, classwork,
participation, quizzes, individual and group work. 
Check FOCUS regularly to keep up with your child’s grades. 
Please don’t ask for extra credit! Extra credit opportunities
will be communicated each quarter in class newsletter/email.



One-to-one laptop in the classroom; chargers
are left at home
Laptop may come home on Thursday night
Amira and Dreambox goals. 
Laptops must come back the next day fully
charged (chargers were sent home)
The student is responsible for the condition
of the laptop
Laptops are to be used only for school
programs on Clever as assigned by the
teacher



Use Clever to Access...
Dreambox - 10 lessons/weekly
 Amira - 30 min. weekly
Xtra Math - math facts 
Readworks
 MyOn
 Teacher page
 Focus Grades
 McGraw Hill Math Textbook



3 mandatory parent teacher conferences 
READ 3rd Grade newsletter every Friday!
Friday Folders  (green- Moran; orange-
Shontz

Student papers graded D or F must be
signed and returned (please review with
your child)
Use left/right system
Sign & return every Monday

Email your teacher on Focus
Use planner



Supporting your 3rd grader 
Encourage independence and start transferring responsibility
while staying involved: Give your child opportunities to take
ownership of their education and complete tasks on their own
with your guidance as needed. 
Foster a love for reading: Read with them and let them see
YOU read. Ask them questions about their reading every night
(see handout). Please be TRUE to the reading log and make sure
they are in reading 20 minutes or more in “just right” books!
Provide a structured routine:  Establish consistent daily
routines for getting ready for school, doing homework in a
quiet space, and getting to bed early. Ensure time for physical
activity and limit screen use.



Supporting your 3rd graders
Practice problem-solving: Engage in activities that
require critical thinking and problem-solving skills, like
puzzles or board games. Use real world problems and
examples in their daily life whenever possible. 
Be patient and supportive: Every child develops at
their own pace. Encourage your child's growth, unique
gifts, and celebrate their achievements. Create a safe
environment for them to express their feelings.
Encourage more social interactions and less
screentime: Provide opportunities for your child to
interact with peers through extracurricular activities or
playdates. Limit screentime.



Our secret to success is our many committed volunteers! 

There’s an immediate need for male mentors at our school!

We will send out a sign-up genius shortly to sign up for specific
class volunteer opportunities, including field trips.
 



Family + Teachers = Student Success & Confidence
Please let us know if you are having trouble accessing any e-mails

and/or attachments.

Lexa Shontz
3rd Grade
Shontza@pcsb.org

Kimberly Moran
3  Graderd

morank@pcsb.org

Make sure your email
addresses are

updated on FOCUS.
Email us through

FOCUS throughout
the year with any

questions or
concerns.



WWW.REALLYGREATSITE .COM


